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News & Views, published monthly, 
is the official newsletter of 

 

PFLAG Denver 
P.O. Box 6448    

Denver, CO  80206 
 

 
Office: 303-573-5861 

E-mail: pflagden@tde.com 
Web: www.pflagdenver.org 

 
 
 
 

OUR VISION 
PFLAG envisions a world 
where diversity is celebrated 
and all people are respected, 
valued, and affirmed inclusive 
of their sexual orientation, 
gender identity, and gender 
expression.  

 
 
 

OUR MISSION: 
is to build on a foundation of 
loving families united with 
LGBTQ+ people and allies 
who support one another, and 
to educate ourselves and our 
communities to speak up as 
advocates until all hearts and 
minds  respect,  value,  and 
affirm LGBTQ+ people.  
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By Brett James, Scholarship Committee Chair 

T his year PFLAG Denver was proud to award 
the Deborah Stone 

Founder’s Scholarship in 
honor of past president, 
Deborah Stone. Deborah’s 
vision of making college 
more affordable for Colo-
rado students has resulted 
in the awarding of 
$80,000 to high school 
seniors and college stu-
dents. Deborah still serves 

as a scholarship committee member, laboring over 
every essay and letter of recommendation to make 

sure each applicant is 
represented fairly in the 
selection process. Thank 
you, Deborah, for making 
higher education more 
accessible for Colorado 
students. Thank you for 
your tireless work in mak-
ing the scholarship pro-
gram a success. We are 
proud to honor you.  

New Scholarship Named after Deborah Stone 

Deborah Stone, Nicolas Bell, Janet Paradise-Lewallen. 
All photographs courtesy of Natasha Rigg Photography.   

PFLAG Denver Awards 2019 Scholarship Recipients 
 

By Brett James, Scholarship Committee Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

O n May 9th PFLAG Denver proudly recog-
nized four Colorado high school students for 

excellence in social justice, education, and advoca-
cy. Twenty-four students from across the state 
applied for one of four $2,500 scholarships recog-
nizing students for work they completed in their 
LGBTQ+ communities and for a promise to con-
tinue that work throughout their lives.  
 It was a truly incredible evening held at the 
Chun Mansion at Cheesman Park. Each recipient 
was introduced by a scholarship committee mem-
ber with the recipient making a speech of their 
own on a topic of their choosing. These future 
leaders left the audience in awe with speeches that 
were poignant, funny, moving, honest, meaningful.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

To read their application packet is to know them 
on one level, but to meet them and hear their 
speeches is to be moved by their work to make 
ours a safer, healthier, and more loving world.  
 Each applicant submitted three essays, two 
letters of recommendation, and a transcript before 
being considered for a scholarship. The scholar-
ship committee worked hard over a nine-month 
period to create a fair and just application and 
scoring process. Scoring each application packet 
and choosing finalists always proves a challenging 
task with such an impressive pool of applicants. 
 This year PFLAG Denver was honored to 
present awards to the following four high school 
students:                               (Continued on page 2) 

Back row: Committee members Brett James, Virginia Richey, Mia Furtado; Awardees Macy Gosh, C.J. Hendrie; 

Committee Members Deborah Stone, Blanca Leos, Carly Purdy. Front row: Awardees Nicolas Bell, Natalie Loring. 



 
 

Keeping Up with Chapter  

Support – Education – 

Advocacy 
SPEAKERS’ BUREAU / EVENTS ‒ No  
speaking engagements.   
 

HELPLINE — The Helpline received 15 
calls this past month, and there were 4 one-
on-one support calls.   
 

SUPPORT GROUP ATTENDANCE  ̶ 
Family Support, 5. GEKG (Kids Groups), 
21. Trans Circle, 25.  Total, 51. 

 

PFLAG SUPPORT GROUPS 

Sunday, June 2 
Gender Expansive Kids Group 
3405 N. Downing St., Suite D 

1:00 P.M. - 3:00 P.M. 
 

Wednesday, June 5 
Denver Families Group  

CHUN Mansion, 1290 Williams St. 
6:30 P.M. 

 

Wednesday, June 12 
Transgender Community Circle 
3405 N. Downing St., Suite D 

6:30 P.M. 
 

Sunday, June 16 
Gender Expansive Kids Group 
3405 N. Downing St., Suite D 

Following Pride Parade 
 

 ****************************** 

Friday, May 31   
Showing of Stonewall Uprising 

(See News & Notes, p. 3) 
 

June 1, 7, & 8   
Performances of Quiet No More 

(See News & Notes, p. 3) 
 

Sunday, June 9 
LGBTQ+ Resource Fair 
(See News & Notes, p. 3) 

 

Thursday, June 13   
Scholarship Committee Fundraiser 

(See News & Notes, p. 3) 
 

Saturday, June 15 
True Colors Safari at Denver Zoo 

(See News & Notes, p. 3) 
 

Sunday, June 16 
Service at St. Barnabas Church  

(See News & Notes, p. 3) 
 

Wednesday, June 26 
Board of Directors meeting 
CHUN Mansion, 6:30 P.M. 

 

      Hello, PFLAGers !  

P RIDE is coming soon and we are so 
excited to have so many volunteers sign 

up to help us this year in the booth. We 
look forward to working with all of you! It 
will be an exciting and fulfilling day. I al-
ways enjoy meeting all the youth who come 
to our table asking what we do.      Last year  

 
there were numerous times that I got choked 
up hearing about their stories and journeys. 
We look forward to seeing all our wonderful 
volunteers come support and help us that 
weekend!  
 Remember to come join us for the pa-
rade on Sunday, June 16th.  
 For more details or information about 
how to volunteer with us, please email our 
office at pflagden@tde.com. 

V olunteer  
oices      By Lisa Telk 

Sims, Cerebral Brewing, Argonaut Liquor, 
and  Natasha Rigg Photography.  Thank you 
all so very much for your largesse in provid-
ing food, beverages, and photography. 
 Finally, the PFLAG Denver Scholarship 
Program is 100% donation dependent. 
Please consider helping a future leader fund 
their college education by visiting the Schol-
arship Tab at our web site, https://
www.pflagdenver.org/scholarship, or by 
writing a check to PFLAG Denver with 
“Scholarship Program” on the memo line. 

Scholarship Recipients, continued 
Nicolas Bell, 
Elinor and 
Tom Lewallen 
Scholar.  Nico-
las graduated 
from New 
Vista High 
School and is 
heading to 
Carleton Col-
lege in the fall. 
Nicolas writes, 
“I could 
choose to not 
tell people about being transgender, but I no 
longer feel ashamed of being me. At college, 
I look forward to sharing my story and using 
my life to show those around me the im-
portance of intersectional identities and be-
ing true to oneself.” 
 
Macy Gosh, 
PFLAG Den-
ver Hope 
Scholar. Macy 
graduated from 
George Wash-
ington High 
School and is 
heading to 
Grinnell Col-
lege in the fall. 
Macy writes, 
“It’s become 
clear to me that 
members of the LGBTQ+ community are 
often not treated with the dignity that all 
people deserve, and throughout high school 
I have been devoted to doing something 
about the issue.” 

C.J. Hendrie,  
Deborah Stone 
Founder’s 
Scholar. CJ 
graduated from 
Rocky Moun-
tain High 
School and is 
heading to CU- 
Boulder in the 
fall. CJ writes, 
“I want to help 
build a world 
where my com-
munity isn’t 
stifled by ignorance. Education is the key to 
doing away with ignorance, replacing it in-
stead with compassion and understanding.” 
 
Natalie Loring, 
PFLAG Denver 
Scholar. Natalie 
graduated from 
Stargate High 
School and is 
heading to Met-
ro State in the 
fall. Natalie 
writes, “My 
understanding 
of how hard it 
can be to ask 
for help has 
increased my 
empathy and 
determination allowing me to not only chase 
my own dreams, but to empower others on 
their journeys.” 
 Our award ceremony would not have 
been possible without the generosity of Pam 

Brett 

James  

applauds 

scholars  

at May 9 

Awards 

Ceremony 

 



 

Business Memberships 

Supporting Partnerships – 
 

Sharon S. Russell, D.D.S. 
3300 E. First Ave. #580 

303-320-1640 
linda@friedmanrussell.com 

 
Erica Johnson,  

Estate Planning Attorney 
 950 S. Cherry St. #1650, 303-321-1267 

erica@ambler-keenan.com  
 

Denver Psychotherapy Care 
Tony Miles, Ph.D., 720-205-9752 

Tony@DenverPsychotherapyCare.com 
DenverPsychotherapyCare.com 

 
Bill Coleman Entertainment    

www.bubbletower.com, stretch@stiltwalker.com 
 

Basic Partnership – 
 

Trilogy Financial         
Wade Frisbie, Financial Advisor 

Wade.frisbie@trilogyfs.com   
303-999-1847 — 101 University Blvd., Ste. 450, Denver 

80206    
303-922-4655    

 

We sorrowfully inform you that Marcus Rosnik, son of Yvonne and the 
late Bob Rosnik, completed his life journey on April 8 in San Francisco. 
For over 30 years Marcus carried the heavy burden of mental illness, and he 
did so with great courage, dignity and grace, sustained by his loving family. 
He was a person with a huge, loving heart, with compassion and empathy 
for others and with a wonderful sense of humor. He was a prolific writer 
and his creativity was a true gift! The entire PFLAG community extends its 
deep condolences to the Rosnik family and especially to Yvonne.  
 
On Friday, May 31, at 9:30 am, on the West Steps of the Colorado Capitol, 
a public bill-signing ceremony will celebrate the passing by the Colorado 
General Assembly of both Jude's Law and the bill to ban conversion 
therapy.  

 
There will be a screening of the PBS documentary American 
Experience: Stonewall Uprising on May 31 at 7:00 pm at 
Metropolitan Community Church of the Rockies, 980 Clark-
son St., Denver. This movie chronicles the historic event that 
launched a worldwide rights movement. The event is a Den-
ver Women's Chorus fundraiser; the suggested donation is 
$10 at the door. 
 

The Denver Gay Men’s Chorus and The Denver Women’s Chorus are 
proud to be among the 22 gay and lesbian co-
commissioning choruses throughout the United 
States that will simultaneously premiere Quiet 
No More: A Choral Celebration of Stonewall 
to mark this milestone in gay rights history and 
launch World Pride 2019.  The first perfor-
mance was given on May 18 in Golden.  There 
will be three June performances:   

• Broomfield Auditorium, 3 Community Park 
Road, Broomfield, on June 1, 7:30 pm 

• The King Center Concert Hall, Auraria 
Higher Education Center, 855 Lawrence 
Way, Denver, on June 7 @ 7:30 pm, and June 8 @ 2:00 and 7:30 pm. 

The DGMC and DWC are making available (go to DGMCVicePresi-
dent@rmarts.org) complimentary tickets to students and educators. 
 
Harmony: a Colorado Chorale is pleased to announce that Joy Jenkins has 
accepted an offer from the Board of Directors to become the new permanent 
Artistic Director. 
 
On May 17 The U.S. House of Representatives passed the Equality Act, a 
historic moment marking the first time a chamber of Congress has approved 
comprehensive federal protections for the LGBTQ community. The Equali-
ty Act would provide national, consistent non-discrimination protections for 
LGBTQ people in all aspects of life, amending current civil right laws to 
explicitly prohibit discrimination against the LGBTQ community and 
strengthen non-discrimination protections for women and other minorities.  
This is only the first step, however, as the Equality Act faces a long battle in 
the U.S. Senate. 
 
Radically Inclusive 2nd Annual LGBTQ+ Resource Fair will be held at 
Mile Hi Church, 9077 W. Alameda Avenue in Lakewood, on June 9 from  
8:30 am -1:30 pm.  It is free. 
 
A Name Change Project hosted by the Transgender Center of the Rock-
ies, 3460 S. Federal Blvd. in Sheridan, will be held on June 22 at 3 pm. 
Come learn how to file your name change petition in Colorado, as well as 
correct your gender marker!  The workshop will be led by an attorney who 
can answer your questions and guide you through the process.  Also availa-
ble will be information for low-cost/pro bono attorney referrals and micro-
grants.  (303-761-0200). 
 

Kick off Pride weekend on Thursday, June 13, by supporting 
the PFLAG Denver Scholarship Program at Cerebral 
Brewing's pint night. $1.00 from every pint goes to the 
scholarship fund. Stop by after 4:00, socialize with the 
PFLAG board and scholarship committee, pick up some cool 
stuff, and help kids go to college!  

Special Pride Church Service –  On Pride Sunday, June 16, 
at 7:45 a.m., St. Barnabas Episcopal Parish will hold a spe-
cial liturgy commemorating PrideFest weekend and the 
50th anniversary of Stonewall.  Fr. Jeffrey Nelson will lead 
the service, followed by a brief reception with food and then 
a walk to the Pride Parade. The church is located at 1280 
Vine St. at 13th Avenue, two blocks east of Cheesman Park. 
 
At Denver Zoo, Pride goes way beyond lions. Join us on 
June 15 at True Colors Safari, the zoo’s very first celebra-
tion of the LGBTQIA+ community, complete with Commu-
nity Conversations moderated by PFLAG and Matthew 
Shepard Foundation, with special performances by Offkilter, 
5280, Denver Gay Men’s Chorus and more!  June 15,  6:00-
9:30 pm, $10-$15 (please reach out to Rebecca@pflag-
denver.org if you need financial assistance). 
 
Mariposa 1st Wednesday Diversity Dialogues – at Althea 
Center, 1400 Williams St., 6-9 pm, (reception 6-7 pm), $10. 

• June 5 — FILM SCREENING: After Stonewall at 7:00 
pm. Exploring the milestones of the lesbian/gay rights 
movement, the film chronicles key events from 1970 to 
the end of the 20th century, including sexual liberation, 
conflicts with the feminist movement, AIDS, and politi-
cal organizing after the 1969 Stonewall Riots in NYC.  

• June 19 — PANEL DISCUSSION at 7:00 pm. A di-
verse panel of LGBTQ individuals plus one parent will 
share their personal journeys to find “Pride and Authen-
ticity.”  


